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drift to Caesarism which all French democrats so greatly fear.
The power of reaction, of the backwash from the revolutionary
tide, is usually under-estimated. The dramatic interest of
France to-day is how far the Fourth Republic can ride both the
demand for further social reconstruction and the Conservative
fears aroused by this demand, and so guide France towards
that more 'social democracy' which once again has become the
favourite slogan of Left-wing parties and organized resistance
movements.1
To sum up. The operative ideals of democracy which have
sustained democratic government throughout the Third Re-
public may be said to have both a negative and a positive
aspect. The negative side—according to which democracy
means suspicion, distrust, watchfulness, resistance, hostility to
all government however democratic in origin—is closely con-
nected with the intense individualism of the French people. It
produced the hierarchy of checks which was favoured by the
Republic—the Deputy checking the Minister, the constituent
checking the Deputy, elected councils checking the Prefect and
the Mayor, and so on. It meant the disparagement of all
politics, such as is found intellectually in a Peguy or an 'Alain*,
and practically in the cynicism shown towards all politicians
and political parties by the average French elector.
The positive side—according to which democracy means
independence and self-help, the readiness of the citizen armed
to defend the nation, the Republic and himself by recourse to
violence when necessary—springs from very similar national
characteristics. Intellectually it takes the form of restless, in-
cessant demand that the 'revolutionary tradition' be carried
out to its logically complete conclusion, with the effective
establishment of liberty, equality, fraternity, sovereignty of the
people, and the addition of social and economic democracy to
political democracy. Practically it merges into the demand for
real national security and abolition of class privileges or olig-
archic power.
1 Cf. Louis Levy: France is a Democracy (1943). For present-day
demands for a more 'social democracy* see below, Chapter VI and
Appendix II.

